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Doubts about the incident of frowning in tafsir Mafatih
al Ghayb [The Keys to the unknown]

S Ui

Abstract

Abu’l-Fadl Muhammad b. ‘Umar, known as Fakhr al-Din al-Razi was born in Rayy/Ray/Rey in
northern Persia in 543/1149 to a family originating from Tabaristan. Al-Razi enjoys a
celebrated position amongst the galaxy of scholars and is considered a master of all sciences of his
time.! His tafsir work Mafatih al Ghayb (The Keys to the unknown) is considered an encyclopedia
in the field of Islamic studies generally and in the field of tafsir particularly. One of the main
distinctiveness of his tafsir is playing of a major role in the attack against the rationalists in the
St/ century. The flavor of debating over theological issues, common in his time is dominant in
his exegetical methodology by defending Ash’arite thought against Mu’tazilites, Zahirites and
Hashawiyyah among others.

Fakhr al-Din al-Razi is also called Imam al- Mushakkikin [the Imam of Doubters]. He was given
this title because he criticized and doubted so many views of earlier philosophers and even of
theologians. His methodology in tafsir is unique as he arises very challenging questions about the
verses of Quran. The same is the case with the incident of the Prophet’s frowning where Imam Razi
doubted and questioned many points, but he provided very rock-solid answers to that questions.

Key words: The present article discusses doubts about the incident of frowning in the light of
tafsir Mafatih al Ghayb [The Keys to the unknown]|
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! Ibn Khallikan in his Wafayat al-A ‘yan writes that Imam Razi was the greatest authority on the
Greek sciences in his time. The best sources for the biography of Razi are Ibn Abi Usaybi‘ah,
‘Uytin al Anba’, Ibn al-Qifti, Tarikh al-Hukama’, Ibn Khallikan, Kitab Wafayat al-A ‘yan, Shams al-
Din Shahrazuri, Nuzhat al-Arwah wa Raudat al-Afrah, and Ibn Tagqi al-Din al-Subki, Tabagat al-
Shafi’iyyat al-Kubra.
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