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A critique of Hamilton Gibb's criticisms of the Qur'an
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Abstract

Hamilton Alexander Rosskeen Gibb (1895-1971) is one of the orientalists. He
disregarded the Qur'an's claim to be a revealed book and its historical validity.
Additionally, he criticises aspects of the Qur'an such as the Day of Judgment, the Fear of
God, the Mention of Prophets, the Use of the Word "Al-Rahman," etc. He therefore
criticised certain Quranic passages in an effort to disprove the Quran's veracity. Aside
_from that, he described the Holy Quran as a work composed by Muhammad and rejected
its revelation. He claimed that the prophet Muhammad had borrowed the majority of the
Quran's doctrines from Jewish and Christian traditions, including the notion of the
judgement day, the existence of Paradise and Hell, and references to various prophets. He
also mentioned that Muhammad used the fear of God as a tool to control Muslims and to
intimidate his opponents. According to him, Muhammad used the punishments of other
nations, like thesssssss nation of Loot and the Egyptians, in writing the Quran.
Muhammad's goal in mentioning these nations was to make his knowledge known as

supernatural and the original reve]ationfrom Allah and to get people to accept it.
This paper will asnwer to Gibb's criticisms, which he raised about the Holy Qura'n.
Keywords: Revelation of the Qur'an, Prophets, Last Day, fear of God, Al-Rahman.
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Critical Study on the Fallacies of H.A.R. Gibb’s View on Modernity of Islamic

Thought (2021). Imam Toriqor Rahmansyah.
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“THE KORAN is the record of those formal utterances and discourses which
Mohammed and his followers accepted as directly inspired. Muslim orthodoxy

therefore regards them as the literal Word of God mediated through the angel
Gabriel.”7
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It is a volume of discourses delivered by Muhammad during the last twenty years or
so of his life, consisting mainly of short passages of religious or ethical teachings,

arguments against opponents, commentaries on current events and some rulings on

social and legal matters.”
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The Prophet Muhammad receives the first revelations in 610 AD of the Quran in

Mecca and, two years later, begins to preach. 12
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The rise of a new religious movement and the inauguration of a new stage in world
history would have seemed unthinkable. Yet, this occurred with the revelation of the

Quran and under the leadership of the Prophet Muhammad. Islamic religion and the

activity of the Muslim community produced a new empire and a rich civilization.
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Altogether, twenty-eight Prophets are mentioned in the Koran. Of these, four (if

Lugman be included) are Arabian, cighteen are Old Testament figures, three

(Zechariah, John the Baptist, and Jesus) are of the New Testament. 1
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New prophetic narratives -the stories of Joseph and John the Baptist, the first draft of
the story of Jesus, stories of David and Solomon, of the Two-horned, the Seven
Sleepers, and other figures to demonstrate the supernatural origin of his

knowledge.16
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The details about the process of the Judgement and even the pictorial presentation of
the joys of Paradise and torments of Hell, as well as several of the special technical
terms employed in the Koran, are closely paralleled in the writings of the Syrian
Christian fathers and monks.20
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The fear of God's 'wrath to come’ dominated his thought throughout his later life. It

was for him not only, nor even chiefly, a weapon with which to threaten his

opponents, but the incentive to piety and good works of every kind.24
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At one time, indeed, Mohammed adopted a name for God which pre-Islamic

inscriptions show to have been current in Arabia Ar-Rahman, "The Compassionate

One” and this term survived in the formula prefixed to every Sura of the Koran.?®
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